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A number like 1
21  is called a mixed number because it is a mix of a whole number and a fraction. 

The whole number part is 1.   
The fraction part is 12 . 

Here are some more examples of mixed 
numbers: 7

82 , 2
36 , 3

410 , 1
333 , 9

1099 . 

Comparing mixed numbers  
When you compare the size of two mixed numbers the first things to check are the whole number 
parts. If one has a smaller whole number part than the other then it is the smaller number. 

For example, 1
21  is less than 1

42  because 1 is less than 2. 

When the whole number parts are the 
same you need to check the fraction parts. 

Example 
Which is smaller, 1

41  or 1
21 ? 

Both are mixed numbers. First compare the whole number parts. Both have a whole number part 
of 1. So you need to compare the fraction 
parts.  
1
4 is less than 12 , so 1

41  is less than 1
21 . 

When you compare fractions with mixed numbers the fractions have no whole number part, so 
they are smaller than the mixed numbers.  

Example 
Put these in order, smallest first: 
1
32 , 23 , 1

21 . 

The smallest is 23  because the others have whole number parts. 
1
21  is smaller than 1

32  because it has a smaller whole number part. 

So the correct order, smallest first, is 23 , 1
21 , 1

32 . 
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